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HERSETH                              SANDLIN INTRODUCES BILL TO FAST-TRACK EMT CERTIFICATION                              
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                             FOR MEDICALLY-TRAINED VETERANS
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                             Legislation Addresses Critical Shortage of Emergency                              Medical Personnel in Rural Areas; Facilitates Veteran                              Transition to Civilian Workforce
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Washington,                              DC-                               Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin, Chair of the Veterans’                              Affairs Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity together                              with her colleagues, Rep. Jane Harman (D-CA) and Rep.                              Melissa Bean (D-IL) introduced legislation today that                              streamlines the process for veterans with military                              medical training to earn Emergency Medical Technician                              (EMT) certification. By integrating transitioning                              veteran medics into the civilian system, the Experienced                              Medic Transition Act, or H.R. 3199, would ease shortages                              of EMTs, particularly in rural areas where shortages                              are most acute.
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“Our                              men and women in uniform have developed valuable skills                              during their service, and we should capitalize on                              opportunities that allow veterans to utilize those                              skills to the benefit of the civilian population as                              a whole,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “This                              common-sense legislation does exactly that while helping                              to alleviate shortages of experienced emergency medical                              personnel in rural areas like South Dakota and across                              the country.”
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Specifically,                              this legislation would:

    -  

 9 / 14



Herseth Sandlin Legislation Fast-Tracks EMT Certification for Medically-Trained Veterans, Addresses Shortage of EMTs in Rural Areas

                                Encourage State emergency medical services offices                                through federal grants to create a fast-track certification                                path for honorably discharged members of the Armed                                Forces with military EMT training, and provide reimbursement                                for the cost of certification fees.

    -  

Place                                a priority on applicants who will serve in areas                                with a high need for experienced EMTs.

    -  
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Provide                                required coursework and training to military veterans                                that accounts for and is not duplicative of previous                                medical coursework and training received during                                military service. This would enable such veterans                                to more easily satisfy civilian emergency medical                                services personnel certification requirements.

    -  

Build                                partnerships between states and universities, colleges,                                and technical schools to establish a fast-track                                certification path by developing appropriate curricula                                that builds on military medical training.
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Herseth                              Sandlin, who introduced similar legislation in the                              110th Congress, added, “Not only does this bill                              increase employment opportunities for the men and                              women who have bravely served our nation and facilitate                              their transition to the civilian workforce, it addresses                              a critical health care need as our country undertakes                              efforts to improve its system of care and reduce costs                              for families and businesses.” 
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This                              legislation is supported by the American Legion and                              the National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO).                              
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